
AP ECONOMICS- Ms. Tepovich 2020-2021 

 
 
Course Overview:  This is a two-semester course and you will be sitting for two separate AP Exams in May.  Semester one 
is Macroeconomics, which is the big picture of how the national economy works and semester two is Microeconomics, 
which is a study of the firm and the consumer and they operate and interact in the economy. 
 
The terms, vocabulary and models in Economics may be new to you, but you will be surprised at how much background 
knowledge you have for the course by simply being an observant consumer and participator in society.  With that in 
mind, these are the key features to the design of the course. 

1. Introduction to a concept:  What do you already know about the topic, what do you need to know to fully 
understand it?  Remember, the majority of the students in the class have had little exposure to the field of 
Economics, therefore we are on a fairly level playing field from the beginning…so it is ok and encouraged for you 
to ask questions or say “I don’t know”. 

2. Information gathering:  This occurs during our class meetings as well as through the assignments given for 
homework.  Therefore, in this new “virtual” classroom situation, your presence, participation and engagement 
during our scheduled class meetings is essential.  

3. Show what you know:  This is done through standard (AP style) exams as well as class activities and discussions. 
Economics is a study of problem solving so much of what will do to show understanding will be finding multiple 
solutions to economic problems.  

  
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 
1.  How much homework does this course require? 
Honestly, this is not a homework heavy course.  Most of your homework is reading in Naked Economics, using the 
textbook or review videos to help you understand what we are doing in class, listening to Planet Money (or other) 
podcasts and looking for current events that connect to our content focus. 
 
2.  What kind of materials do I need? 
Figure out what system of organization works best for you.  I do not collect notebooks, but there is a fair number of 
handouts that we work with in class.  You should organize these handouts by unit as they serve as review sheets for the 
tests, quizzes and review for the AP Exams. 
 
3.  What are the rules/expectations for on-line classes? 

● Be present and engaged in the lesson 
● Appropriate setting and appearance- just like what would be expected in a classroom setting 
● Cameras should be on…if that is a problem, please let me know 
● If you cannot be part of a class session, please let me know ahead of time 
● Use of chat should be restricted to comments that enhance the learning experience 
● Behavior and use of time in break out rooms is expected to be the same as it would be in a live classroom with 

group work 
● Please refer to the TUHSD Virtual Learning Agreement for Students for more specific information and policies 

 
4.  If I miss class, how do I figure out what I missed? 
I use google classroom to distribute assignments and information and provide links to videos and other resources to help 
you in your learning.  You are also encouraged to email me if you know you will not be present for a class meeting. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17cmdKfMuXd0lN12ETaO0ovDeNTqP690KPjSk097hgaM/edit?usp=sharing


5. What makes up my grade? 
Each unit of study will have the following: 

● A unit exam (AP Style MC and FRQ)  
● Weekly check-ins for understanding.  
● Homework, which is often listening to podcasts or reading assignments and homework assignments are due 1 

hour before the start of class on the day that they are due.  Late work is accepted with a reduction of grade 
based on turn in date. 

● One research or reading based assignment per unit that connects the theory to current issues. 
● Participation and engagement in class discussions and activities.  
● Participation and engagement in two year-long assignments:  

o Economics in the News:  Each week 2-3 students will be required to find and discuss a current 
newsworthy event that connects to our current study 

o Stock/Investment Game- More details to follow 
● I compile your grade using total points and in the fall semester you will have a final exam worth 15-20% of your 

grade.  I do not round up nor do I offer extra credit. 
 
6.  What happens if I bomb a test? 
Redemption is available…more details to come…. 
 
7.  What if I am struggling with the content or need extra help? 
Built into the course is ample time to practice and review concepts so if you are confused about something, you need to 
ask questions.  If you need help outside of our scheduled class time and SMART periods, we can set up one on one or 
small group “meets” to help clarify information. 
 
8.  How can I improve my experience in this class?  I think I am going to really like the subject of Economics, so what can I 
do to learn more? 
If you are curious about the study of Economics, one way to enrich your experience is to follow current events that 
pertain to Economics.   In addition to the Planet Money Podcasts we use in class there are other interesting daily 
podcasts:  The Indicator (NPR), Marketplace (NPR), Your Money Briefing (WSJ) 
 
9.  What are you like as a teacher? 
I work hard to be fair and unbiased in my presentation of information and my assessment of your work.  I love the study 
of Economics as it was one of my undergraduate majors and I see principles of what we study everywhere.  I have a 
passion for my profession, and I  hope that I create an interest in Economics for you.  
 
Texts: 
Principles of Economics:  N. Gregory Mankiw & Naked Economics:  Undressing the Dismal Science, Charles Wheelan  
 
Macroeconomics:  Fall Semester 
Unit One: Introduction to Economics: How do the laws of supply and demand determine your economic decision 
making.  Why do we make the choices we make?  Why do we respond to some incentives and not others?  
Unit Two:  Measuring Economic Performance:  Are we in a recession or a depression?  GDP, CPI and Unemployment: 
What do these numbers tell us about our economy?  
Unit Three: AS/AD Model and Fiscal Policy: How does the President and Congress use Fiscal Policy to speed up or slow 
down the economy? What are the unintended consequences of Fiscal Policy? 
Unit Four: Money and Monetary Policy: What does that dollar bill in your pocket represent?  Why is Jerome Powell and 
the Federal Reserve Board so important? What are the unintended consequences of Monetary Policy? 
Unit Five: International Economics/Trade: Where do your tennis shoes come from and more importantly why don’t we 
just make them in the United States?  Why does $1.00 equal 1.25 Euros? 
Year Long Assignment: Investment Principles:  How do I invest my money for the long run?  Why should I care about 
compounding interest rates, what is an IRA?  

  


